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This has been an exciting and successful year for Oral History Victoria. We’ve had a tremendously hard-working and 
collegial committee and I thank them all, collectively, for their efforts. Most of this year’s Committee have served for 
two years and have helped us to embed several important initiatives and practices, as detailed below. A number of 
committee members are stepping down after two years to take on other challenges, and I want to especially thanks 
Solange (Shell) Brave, Ian Parry, Linda Patrick and Anne Scally, and also Fiona Davis and Christin Quirk who had to step 
aside earlier in the year because of other commitments (a year abroad, and a PhD to finish!). 

I’ll start with events, which are the core work of OHV. Fiona Davis, Christin Quirk and Katrina Lolicato developed and 
ran an impressive program of events this past year, and Fiona created an Eventbrite management system that has 
made it so much easier to manage OHV events. Our decision to run two sets of training workshops (in partnership with 
Emerald Hill Library in South Melbourne) proved to be a success, with excellent enrolments and very positive 
evaluations for the Oral History introductory workshops facilitated by Sarah Rood (in March and August) and for 
Advanced Workshops on Podcasting (Bethany Atkinson-Quinton, April) and Interpreting Memories (Al Thomson, 
September). We’ll repeat this cycle of early and mid-year, Introductory / Advanced workshops in 2017. Sharon Huebner 
presented an inspiring OHV Public Lecture in February about her OHV award-winning work on the history and family 
memory of Aboriginal woman Bessie Flowers. COASIT and Museo Italiano once again hosted our annual symposium in 
June on ‘Culture, Community and Oral History’, and a packed house enjoyed an array of stimulating presentations. At 
this 2016 AGM each of the Highly Commended nominees that have been shortlisted for the OHV Innovation Award will 
present their work and the winner will be announced. Taken together, the nine nominated projects represent the 
extraordinary originality, creativity, variety and impact of oral history in Victoria. Finally, after the AGM, in November 
OHV will present its first Oral History Exhibition and Members’ Showcase at the Good Room, Foundling Archive in 
Brunswick – with around half a dozen projects displaying oral history in different media. The new committee will meet 
in November to plan an enticing program for 2017 – we look forward to suggestions from members. 

Social media is essential for promoting and showcasing OHV events and news. Over the past two years Linda Patrick 
and Anne Scally have re-created the OHV website so that it is attractive, affordable, manageable and effective. Christin 
Quirk has continued to run the OHV Facebook site even after she stepped aside from the Committee. As a technically-
inept digital alien, I am in awe of their achievements, and tremendously appreciative for the platforms they have 
created. 

These activities and media have boosted membership up around the 100 mark, which is an excellent achievement – for 
which our Membership Secretary Shell Brave deserves great praise. Over the past two years Shell has modernised our 
membership and renewal processes and ensured that everyone who wants to be a member (and some who are 
wavering!) continue to enjoy OHV membership. 

Some of the work that sustains a voluntary organisation like ours is less obvious, so I want to highlight the painstaking 
and effective contribution of our Treasurer Susan Faine (who has streamlined our financial processes while serving in 
this role for several years, and ensured that OHV is financially robust), our Secretary Ian Parry (who has been a model of 
efficiency and good humour in between hiking many mountains), and Rewind Editor Ken Berryman (who has agreed to 
take on the Secretary role). The work of all our officers and committee members has been facilitated by the invaluable 
partnership with the Royal Historical Society of Victoria which has hosted committee meetings and other OHV events. 

Knowing that several Committee members were stepping aside after two years of hard work, I put out a call for new 
Committee members and was delighted by the response. The new and continuing nominees at this AGM for the 
Committee come from the range of contexts within which oral history is practiced (including professional history, public 
history institutions, community history, activism and education) and will combine experience with new energy and 
ideas to continue OHV’s good work and take it in new directions. I have agreed to nominate as President for one more 
term (my third and last, as our Constitution limits Officers to three-year terms), and I am confident that there will other 
highly-qualified candidates to take on OHV leadership roles into the future. 

Alistair Thomson, President, Oral History Victoria 


